Since the art of magic has been practiced from the days of
the Pharoahs & the darbars of Maharajas, modern performers

have a marvelous & spectacular tradition on which to draw. But
while each new era has seen inspired inventions and developing
technology that added fresh possibilities to the magicians’s
repertoire, many tricks are still based on ancient principles.

Consequently, lasers, electromagnets and other modern
apparatus now complement these older techniques, enabling
contemporary magicians to produce dazzling effects.

While it has often been claimed that some of the greatest
performers carried their secret methods to the grave, and their
tricks remained unexplained, this was rarely the case. Most
techniques are understood by fellow magicians. What
distinguishes the great professional from the amateur is skill and
showmanship.




When an accomplished illusionist
made an elephant vanish or made a
painting come to life, audience really
did gasp in wonder. Such effects are
beyond the scope of most
magicians, requiring tremendous
expertise and split second timing as
well as elaborate and expensive
equipment. Only those willing to

™ devote all their time and resources to
e a career in magic can hope to master
such sophisticated illusions. Yet the amateur or novice can still
achieve startling effects, whether production ribbons from a hat
or making a lady in a basket vanish. Always remember, though,
that there is no substitute for individual flair — or for years of
practice — and that grasping the basics of the performer’s art is
the first step towards understanding the exciting world of
professional magic.
A scintillating display of Magic, whether withessed from
the comfort of the theatre or seen on television, rarely makes the

spectator think about the history of magic.

Following are the forms of Magic that we have been seeing
since the evolution of Magic & still being used widely by performers
all over the world, in updated and modern style. All the Magic
performances, even today revolves around these concepts only;
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Wagica[ illusions

In magical terms, an illusion is any trick or effect involving a
human being, most notably an appearance, vanish or
transformation. The term has been extended to include large
animals and sizeable objects as well, while many unique effects,
such as levitation, where a girl is floated in mid air or a spook
cabinet, in which ghostly phenomenon occur, also fall into this
category. Formerly such efforts were called stage illusions, but
today some are presented in night clubs and outdoor shows or
under almost any circumstances, hence magical illusions is a
better way to define them.




They are many trics & illusions in which objects, animals

and human beings mysteriously disappear, only to reappear
some moments later, like in the picture below, where the head of
the girl assistant sitting on a stool, has vanished but will appear
back in the next moment of the Magician’s act.
Audience are amazed when water is poured into a glass
tumbler; now shown empty; is filled with water again after some
time, Indian magicians performs this all the time naming it as
‘Water of India’ that never ends and keeps on flowing & flowing,
this bowl is then covered with a silk handkerchief and suddenly
disappears; Or a large bowl of water, standing on a thin tray,
seems to vanish into thin air.

Audience is fascinated when a white rabbit, the magician’s
symbol, is placed in a box on a table which is covered with a
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large cloth. After a clap of his hand, the magician dismantles the
box, which is empty. The audience thinks they have outsmarted
the conjurer, believing the rabbit to be hidden within the table.
With a smile, the magician removed the cloth, revealing a
skeleton frame incapable of concealing anything.

Two masters in this field of magic were P.C Sorcar and Gogia
Pasha, who demonstrate what dramatic effects can be achieved
with the application of ingenuity to the basic principles used for
the simplest tricks. Making large objects vanish is invariably
more impressive than vanishing smaller items. When making a
person disappear, the magician is confronted with a number of
difficulties, due to the size and weight and the problem of
compressing the human frame into a small space. Despite these
handicaps, magicians have created some startling mysteries.
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/le the name suggests, when a person or an object

appears out of thin air, inside a box or at a place / mark, it is
termed as appearing. This can happen / presented in
numerous ways, with the help of a cover or just directly under a
puff of smoke; can happen on the hand of the magician or a
spot near him, depending on the size and volume of the object/
person appearing. Appearing is the most popular visual illusion
performed worldwide, on stage & off stage.




%is appearing technique has been used in many events/

occasions worldwide with or without the magician himself
performing. In the above picture reference, the appearance
magic is used a Fashion Show in Milan wherein the Fashion
designer showcasing his designer outfits on the ramp and he
appears a model wearing his collections. Adding smoke to the

finale appearance completed the effect.
In this instance, a professional magician must have given

the training along with his props to the Fashion designer.




Levitation e Flying

%e act of rising and floating, or making someone rise or

float, in the air without any physical support is termed as

Levitation. This can be an object or any living person or animal.
Levitation is a prime effect of all magician’s worldwide,

we have been hearing about levitation since ages in fairy tales
& stories. The Flying carpet is the most common levitation we
have been hearing since decades.




/Ql magician may choose to levitate a currency note, credit

card, playing card, a candle, a table, a chair or any other object
as per his magic routine. They even levitate their assistants and

sometimes themselves.
There is also a scientific side of Levitation, which is the

magnetic fields, an object can be levitated through magnetic
fields as well. This is done by using very strong magnetic fields to

magnetize materials and then hold them in mid-air.
The most common levitation you see in India is the one

performed by almost all street magicians wherein the assistant is
asked to lie down on the floor & magician covers the assistant’s
body with a long cloth, this cloth has a round cut at one side
through which the assistant beneath takes out his head.




The audience can see the rest of the body being
covered fully in cloth. The magician then makes a magical
gesture & the assistant while in a lying posture starts to
levitate, with the cloth covering his body from all sides. He
rises from the floor for about 4 feet & then rests back down.
The magician then removes the cloth, assistant stands &
takes the applause.




(Z-glkportation

Tvis is a technique used by magicians to travel / appear

from one place to another in a flash of a second. Remember, it is
presented such way wherein it appears as if the magicians has
vanished from place A and has appeared in next moment at
Place B. Thatis why itis called Magic!!

This sequence has been used by many Hollywood and
Bollywood movies from time to time, a popular scene depicting
teleportation was seen in the Hollywood movie ‘Now you see
me’ (above right picture) where a person from the audience is
invited on stage & the performers makes him wear a head gear
that has a button it. As soon as the button is pressed, the
audience member teleported from the stage of Las Vegas to
someplace in Paris, in a flash.




This type of Magic is unique because it depends on the
effect created on the audience rather than the object used.
Instead of making things vanish and re appear, or cutting them
up and restoring them, you use them in special tests whereby

you presumably read people’s minds.
This type of magic has become so popular that some

performers prefer to call themselves ‘Mentalists’ rather than
Magicians, as if they really were endowed with some
supernatural powers.




Q)eople are curious about subjects which seem to be

beyond the limits of natural laws. Topics such as hypnotism,
mind reading and Levitation have been discussed, criticized and
have, for many years, been regarded as controversial.
Hypnotism, which a few centuries ago was steeped in mysticism,
has become almost respectable now that it has been accepted
by some medical authorities. Levitations are generally regarded
as part of an illusionist’s act, but mind reading is still thought of,
by many people, as something apart from a feat of conjuring. It
remains a mysterious force which they cannot fully understand.
Yet there is nothing supernatural about these apparently other
worldly powers — just a great deal of skill and ingenuity.

Because so little is known about the powers of the mind, and so
much remains to be explored, psychics can claim that it is
possible to bend metal objects by the power of thought or
duplicate a drawing contained in a sealed envelope.




T:'re &l Smoke

%ese are the effects that are not termed as Magic but

they enhance the magic or the illusion in a great way, making
them visually more powerful & impactful, adds wowness to the
finale, compliments each other as if made for each other.
Again, as mentioned before, use of Fire & smoke in magic is
done after extreme practice and knowledge of using them: and
should be practiced or attempted without proper supervision.
The attraction can turn fatal, if precautions are not undertaken

properly.




It’s the most classic version of Magic in the world. These
acts were widely used as it brings excitement & thrill to the stage
and keeps the audience gel to their seats. Impaling a Girl
assistant on swords or sawing her in half looks dangerous on
stage; And it collects maximum applause when the Girl stands
unharmed again afterthe actis over.

These acts are thoroughly practiced by the magicians
before they attempt it on stage in front of the crowd, as the
magician and the assistant both needs to be sure of their
actions at a certain point of time, else an accident may occur.
These acts looks fascinating but they should never be
attempted anywhere without proper guidance and knowledge.

Many unfortunate moments and accidents have occurred
in the field of magic while attempting stunts / similar acts on
stage. We have a separate chapter in this book talking about it.




Carzf Magic

T’icks with cards form a branch of magic entirely their own. In

fact there some magicians who specialize in card tricks and nothing
else, due to the wide range of opportunities offered by that field. This
applies to everyone to some degree, because from the moment you
start doing card tricks, you naturally acquire a manipulative ability.
The mere act of cutting and shuffling a pack of cards, then dealing it,
demands skill of a sort. Card Magic are often seen today in great
deal, in most of the events where a performer is moving between the
crowd; interacting from group to group, table to table; engaging the

crowd with his skills.
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Tficks with coins & currency notes dates back almost to

the beginning of magic and they are as popular as ever today.
Since coins are always handy& can be borrowed from the
spectator as well for some impromptu magic. And the best part
is, everyone enjoys magic with money. | am sure you too will, if |
offer to double your money. This magic forms an instant
connection with the audience as everyone has this in their
pockets & if something magical happens with a currency note in
audience’s wallet, this goes down as a great memory for
everyone.




Here is a highly popular branch of modern wizardry that
has grown by leaps and bounds — The Rope Magic.

Originally, rope magic was confined chiefly to “Trick Knots
that puzzled spectators but not actually mystifies them. A new
era arrived with the ‘cut & restored rope” which soon became
popularwith stage magicians, although for a long time it was the
only rope trick on the programs everywhere. Various versions
were soon devised, to keep on deceiving the audience. This led
to improvements that were baffling even to magicians who
depended on the old time routines and that rule still prevails
today.

You must have seen this act where a magician cuts a rope
in half, or he may cut it into several pieces, before restoring it.
Short ropes can be tied together with knots that disappear,
leaving one long rope. Stretching short ropes to various lengths
is another specialty, and knots can be made to come and go in
amazing fashion. Though every rope has an end, there seems
to be no end to rope tricks.
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\S'i[& &l HandRerchiefy Magic

Tricks with handkerchief form quite a large category of
magic and perhaps the most unusual. While it is possible to put
card tricks, coin tricks and even stage illusions in categories of
their own, it is often difficult to classify a handkerchief trick
exactly.

Besides openly playing a major role in certain tricks, a
handkerchief often serves as an important adjunct in other
effects where its purpose is totally unsuspected. Houdini used
huge handkerchief’s throughout his knot — tying routines that
were a feature of his big show. Magicians uses the silk and
handkerchiefs to appear many out of it or even animals & birds.
So, it’s a very vital prop in the magicians bag of tricks




We//, this is more of a technique than a prop used by

magicians. The art of doing Magic anytime, anywhere with
anything is termed as Impromptu Magic. These are termed as
‘Ilce — Breakers’ because when people seem cold or aloof,

particularly at a party where very few know one another,
No matter what level of magic one performs, he has to

have a set of impromptu magic in his / her repertoire because
once a stranger knows you as a performer, they will ask you to
show something than n there, even with the closest of friends
and relatives, a magician is never spared at any time; he may be
asked to show an act at any point of time so impromptu magic is

the saviorfor him and a delight for the audience as well.
These acts can be with any pocket objects — cards, coins,

piece of paper, pen, hair clip, rubber band, glass, water bottle,
anything; but trust me when | say, objects are mere deceptive
objects, the real skill and magic is happening in the hands of the
performer,
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q;‘cﬁno&)gica[ Magic on Gadgets — Phone /1 Pad / LED Screen | A

The | Pad Magic
/ DIGITAL Magic
are one of the most
popular forms of
illusion that’s taken
the worldwide
Entertainment
Industry to a new
level.
Presentations are
going Digital,
Product Launches are looking more creative & brief, Singers /
Dancers / illusionists & other artists have included various
technologies in their acts.
Few Magicians have introduced a new magical blend of

technology and digitization which is the | PAD MAGIC.
Some performers prefer & perform on the Magic apps that are

available on the Internet whereas some prefer to create their
own app. Disadvantage of using the available app on Internet is
monotony among the performers. Same act can be seen
performing by many performers, as compared to a new
customized app wherein the magician creates his own app, with
his own idea & presentation so that makes it exclusive and new
fo be seen.




Even digital Magic has now many variants, it started with
the Tablet /| Pad magic, but now has opened its horizons widely
among Phones, TVs, Projectors & even LED Screens. Some
magicians have even experimented with the hologram
presentation in their shows.

These digital illusions are extensively being used today in
Corporate Product launches, theme presentations, Brand
activations etc. during events all over India & abroad.

From hand Gadgets to big Cars, every company is
adapting the digital format to present their product to the world.
Digital Magic is a vital part of growing digitization and it is
definitely here to stay




Magic Stunts

Fire Escape By Stuntman é‘ﬁiv Kumar (India)
S




Magician Standing in AIR with just one hand holding the pole

Magician Sitting in Air (Invisible Chair) without any support




Accidents in MAGIC

While many unfortunate incidents has happened in the world of
Magic, this has been the most recent one that happened in West Bengal

THE TIMES OF INDIA, REW DELHI
SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 2019

TIMES NATIO

When |aadugar can’t dodge

Like Mandrake,
desi magicians
bereft of tech,
expert back-up
are risking lives
. semintmassroup.com
Man-

drske. got the hoadiines in
death that eluded bim

(- ~ hanchal Lahiri, aka

Tt il
when be was beng lowered
Tooshiy river i Kolkatn, bo in
steel chains, form a Harry
lluudlnlelyl" u!mzrwdlar ueape
sturit kst wi @ trick went
Hartiy ot ot 41y
" y Was flsnea
ue aperstion
a5 Demed throughou the
(I-\y (mTV\ hannals.

m
Clans, W ATe SIFUEElng [ re-
vive Interest In thelr art form in

mglial Mnlu‘uf(llmnmubn!l-rt
Of tBCNNOIOEY that 3 David
Darflold has accom toor the hack
up of experts that

emompt m hang upshie down
aver spTkes, or escape o burn
Ing barrels
Ask mll:lllml: w]m rnwl IJ\
deadly tricks on Wi

four 'P's — passion, planning.
Dreparation and precaution —
daliver the parfoct parformanca
Akt apoary docmol
0 Kolkata magician

Priuce s says that Mardrake's
oaih probabiy nappaned boca

“WeaTing (g Heavy shots
Wi ol B marore
of wolng agalnst the tide und free.
Inghimsalf from the chalns.”

I ralls his own brush with
death whille peribrming the iu
Catehing act— n which the. rmyl

1an catches a bullet fired at him:
W DS Bath. "Whan | Thotgh 0f
A0INE (NE riCK DAck N (e CArTy
19705, the only metnod L1at was
KU 3 10 Mgl was the une
used by American maglelan

Chung Linz Soo —

WOOLAN WATTERS. THEM &S _ |

Diwd Cape fichd
$61 mn EVEN

riss Angel

show, the act went out of control
and 511 was critically injured
when the ballst hit tho protective

uf e desire (o du soiet L iE
{orent that mouvales nose Hount

Ko Mumat based Rajosh
ity e
careor was tha 1at thins on the
Rl of s scleno

,.llﬁ,m.m
6 el

There is so much

‘more to magic
that can be explored,
especially with the
help of technological
advances, but very few
are doing it

—RAHUL KHARBANDA |

Delhi-based magician|

B pen

umu Sarang
TIL -9
Rajesh Kumar
T50k “F4L
Fabul Kharbanda
T50k - TL2L

earings esinsies e b e

Rahul Kharbanda

could do what Angel had done - es-
cap2 from & small cement box
strung up above Naw York’s Times
Square before it crashed o the
Eroun: attempt to reinvent
Amgel's orlgll Dusion, Kumar
A RIMSol NANdCufi, put mside
A hox with an RDX explestve with
0 sconds o get our befors 1 ex
ploded. T stepped out and bans.
the bomb mok off.” he recalls, So
4 his carver as A maglclan
Hajesi, now & popular name,
has tried §t all He's hung upside
0w over spikes, and swallowed
nendles — WNATY the SIENESESID
COuid be £AL 1 CAN'E (0l WRiCh
13 (he Mas| dRNEeTOUS AF Lhem ALl
e LD s box ks us rishy as
20 needies golng e your throat.”
says the 25.year-old.
“There's a pychological sido o
itaswell AsMirmal
a third-generation Hlusionist Rhn
bias pur’

19

the bullet

PERFDRMING ARTS: A sireel magiclan in Chermal (above); the famaus PG
Sorcar (beiows, efl); Amazing David in Kolkala

the guns. I'm supposed 10 shoot
fuur or them polnt blank at my
urehean hopenully e hiank

0 those nssonists
PICDATC ST HCIT SNOWS? "Practics,
Practice, and mare praciice”, says

Kl aneor e fw who s suceess.

ul
un

11y replicated Houding's feat of
rehackling & chaln with half a

d0zen lncks anl eseaping from
DOrning DT, Says that io makes

Be dnes (e esc:

MmN L0 oAlly Dlank” when
ape acLIL takes con-

Those of the new generation who should
be taking over are reduced to performing at
birthday parties for Rs 2,000 an hour
S K NIGAM | 72-year-old Bhopal-based magician

for Buer Cutchlng, reforred 108
the ‘cursed trick’ for Its propen
Tve done more
Hurmaness since
ihen and each time 1t was
ually geacly” Silsays.
2008, ouTing

always cynical of confurers in
thelr ostentar . The

WOOTRN 1O 501 O 1176, nnm .
vﬁrmirmwhm- Jcta thoTnom: i
whi

perception of magiel \msl heinged
for him wh a I5-year-old he
spent an a1 night watehing
master Husionst Criss Angel

the frst time. Auditloning for a
television shaw on miagic a W
FOSTS Lo K £ e

That perhaps explains Why
27-yoar-old Karan Singh — who
calls Rimselr & “psyehalogical 11
SIONISE AN routinely sUrprses
Bollywood celebrities with his
Brand of IMalVe tricks of pen

0, < SLVER BULLET Kolkata's Prince Si s famous for hs

{-?:

“Bullet Catching' act in which he catches a bullet fired
from a riffe with his beeth, but he earty died once

PSODIE’S THNGS — NAS Tt
Bean APIC 10 TESIS: AC3EN ACYINE
feals. “| pul five air-guns an siage.
Sumeune from the sudlence walks
up. mkesa bullet and loads one of

Sarang. “It’s the only way you can
minimiseris overcome fiar”
Bafore 2 show, Kumumlrm
o spend at least 30 hours on
Detiecng an act and sometimcs
0 to il hours uring the making
euptoa

tirmuous practice to make your mind
eo blank. It took me almest two

s 0f |)n<\.'uue machlev this.”
But not maglelon foels

ARreadoy] a0t afe MOCESRATY: DX

bamda siy

Dbased magician Kahul Khar-
o as Been an

o performing dan-
m

, s

& Inaimg: mag
cian kA, Success
i iy Qe ik bl

OTNS 40t Latal
£ qUICK POPATILE TROrE 15 80
much more (o MAgIC that can be
wxplurel, especlully with t help

of

dvances, but

SOME ALL-TIME
DEATH-DEFYING

» American performer Dayi

Blaine :skrmnfumsnwx
imprisinments. He spert
daysentombed inside six toanes
of ice, lived in atank of water in

out of s tummy

> another British ilhssionist Derren
Brown is alse known for his
daredeyil acts. He quessed which
barrel contained a bufiet ina
Russsian roulette stun
> GopinathMuthukad from
Thinvananthapuram has
replicated Houdini's feat of
unlocking around haif a dozen
lodks on achain that was tied to
him and emerging unscathed from
aburning pyre in which he was
placed,in less than 60 seconds
> Rajesh Kumar from Mumbai
specialises in unlocking his

s and escaping from a
b fullof FOX explsives 30
seconds befors the RDX goes off

wery fow do i Mandrake had per
ormed e Houding agt suceess
AT e

lht not

ha fow

PATENCY OF 115 WALETS. All elements
D T b Taken IO BCCOLGE”
Lagandary maglclan PC Sor-
car Junlor though says that de-
spite all the challengos
magicians have to Import cxpen
sive equipment from abroad and
Funnds are bard w come by — (e
fatama 18 Brignt for tho country’s
confurer 1 think
iont & Davld Hialne ar & Frans
Harary? [ have found many In-
dian magiclans much better than
what the wes: can offer. Oor
home grown boys and girls can

(inpues oy Ruetika Dntyal n

Dein, Monua Das tn Mumbai,

Knanna m Kotkata, Suaha

Narmbadirt in Kuchi i Shuchita
tn Bhopal)

3 I S b A ANSA B GNGITR HST6 o AT
TEN T JARYR SO 26 &1 ATt &N EAL BB A [S
ST SR THT EJET AATR B4 €Ml BTt F feope 2 o=
BRA &Nl A o1 FAGT HeT B ATEI AR B o
qRBIH a6t R FAH G I 2 TEr=IeT (3hTet f2r)
AR AAa 97 ERIR o6 €1l Gob TR &t 31Tl I B A
LR LM FRAR AR @2 &Nl
GO A e 26 @ T At 91BN o T, il gD AbS b
@ 3t 3ok AR Al {&es fe= atfcet R sER &t 3=
IR b AFT SRR H FXT LR A & €N A
QA ot FA LTR ot LA AT &M




