
MAGIC and its forms

 Since the art of magic has been practiced from the days of 

the Pharoahs & the darbars of Maharajas, modern performers 

have a marvelous & spectacular tradition on which to draw. But 

while each new era has seen inspired inventions and developing 

technology that added fresh possibilities to the magicians’s 

repertoire, many tricks are still based on ancient principles.

 Consequently, lasers, electromagnets and other modern 

apparatus now complement these older techniques, enabling 

contemporary magicians to produce dazzling effects.

 While it has often been claimed that some of the greatest 

performers carried their secret methods to the grave, and their 

tricks remained unexplained, this was rarely the case. Most 

techniques are understood by fellow magicians. What 

distinguishes the great professional from the amateur is skill and 

showmanship.
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 When an accomplished illusionist 

made an elephant vanish or made a 

painting come to life, audience really 

did gasp in wonder. Such effects are 

beyond the  scope o f  most  

magicians, requiring tremendous 

expertise and split second timing as 

well as elaborate and expensive 

equipment. Only those willing to 

devote all their time and resources to 

a career in magic can hope to master 

such sophisticated illusions. Yet the amateur or novice can still 

achieve startling effects, whether production ribbons from a hat 

or making a lady in a basket vanish. Always remember, though, 

that there is no substitute for individual flair – or for years of 

practice – and that grasping the basics of the performer’s art is 

the first step towards understanding the exciting world of 

professional magic.

 A scintillating display of Magic, whether witnessed from 

the comfort of the theatre or seen on television, rarely makes the 

spectator think about the history of magic.

 Following are the forms of Magic that we have been seeing 

since the evolution of Magic & still being used widely by performers 

all over the world, in updated and modern style. All the Magic 

performances, even today revolves around these concepts only;
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Magical illusionsMagical illusionsMagical illusions

 In magical terms, an illusion is any trick or effect involving a 

human being, most notably an appearance, vanish or 

transformation. The term has been extended to include large 

animals and sizeable objects as well, while many unique effects, 

such as levitation, where a girl is floated in mid air or a spook 

cabinet, in which ghostly phenomenon occur, also fall into this 

category. Formerly such efforts were called stage illusions, but 

today some are presented in night clubs and outdoor shows or 

under almost any circumstances, hence magical illusions is a 

better way to define them.
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 They are many trics & illusions in which objects, animals 

and human beings mysteriously disappear, only to reappear 

some moments later, like in the picture below, where the head of 

the girl assistant sitting on a stool, has vanished but will appear 

back in the next moment of the Magician’s act.

Audience are amazed when water is poured into a glass 

tumbler; now shown empty; is filled with water again after some 

time, Indian magicians performs this all the time naming it as 

‘Water of India’ that never ends and keeps on flowing & flowing, 

this bowl is then covered with a silk handkerchief and suddenly 

disappears;  Or a large bowl of water, standing on a thin tray, 

seems to vanish into thin air. 

 Audience is fascinated when a white rabbit, the magician’s 

symbol, is placed in a box on a table which is covered with a 
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large cloth. After a clap of his hand, the magician dismantles the 

box, which is empty. The audience thinks they have outsmarted 

the conjurer, believing the rabbit to be hidden within the table. 

With a smile, the magician removed the cloth, revealing a 

skeleton frame incapable of concealing anything.

Two masters in this field of magic were P.C Sorcar and Gogia 

Pasha, who demonstrate what dramatic effects can be achieved 

with the application of ingenuity to the basic principles used for 

the simplest tricks. Making large objects vanish is invariably 

more impressive than vanishing smaller items. When making a 

person disappear, the magician is confronted with a number of 

difficulties, due to the size and weight and the problem of 

compressing the human frame into a small space. Despite these 

handicaps, magicians have created some startling mysteries. 



 As the name suggests, when a person or an object 

appears out of thin air, inside a box or at a place / mark, it is 

termed as appearing. This can happen / presented in 

numerous ways, with the help of a cover or just directly under a 

puff of smoke; can happen on the hand of the magician or a 

spot near him, depending on the size and volume of the object / 

person appearing. Appearing is the most popular visual illusion 

performed worldwide, on stage & off stage.
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 This appearing technique has been used in many events / 

occasions worldwide with or without the magician himself 

performing. In the above picture reference, the appearance 

magic is used a Fashion Show in Milan wherein the Fashion 

designer showcasing his designer outfits on the ramp and he 

appears a model wearing his collections. Adding smoke to the 

finale appearance completed the effect.

 In this instance, a professional magician must have given 

the training along with his props to the Fashion designer. 
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Levitation & Flying

 The act of rising and floating, or making someone rise or 

float, in the air without any physical support is termed as 

Levitation. This can be an object or any living person or animal.
 Levitation is a prime effect of all magician’s worldwide, 

we have been hearing about levitation since ages in fairy tales 

& stories. The Flying carpet is the most common levitation we 

have been hearing since decades.
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 A magician may choose to levitate a currency note, credit 

card, playing card, a candle, a table, a chair or any other object 

as per his magic routine. They even levitate their assistants and 

sometimes themselves.

 There is also a scientific side of Levitation, which is the 

magnetic fields, an object can be levitated through magnetic 

fields as well. This is done by using very strong magnetic fields to 

magnetize materials and then hold them in mid-air.   

 The most common levitation you see in India is the one 

performed by almost all street magicians wherein the assistant is 

asked to lie down on the floor & magician covers the assistant’s 

body with a long cloth, this cloth has a round cut at one side 

through which the assistant beneath takes out his head.
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 The audience can see the rest of the body being 

covered fully in cloth. The magician then makes a magical 

gesture & the assistant while in a lying posture starts to 

levitate, with the cloth covering his body from all sides. He 

rises from the floor for about 4 feet & then rests back down. 

The magician then removes the cloth, assistant stands & 

takes the applause. 
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Teleportation

 This is a technique used by magicians to travel / appear 

from one place to another in a flash of a second. Remember, it is 

presented such way wherein it appears as if the magicians has 

vanished from place A and has appeared in next moment at 

Place B. That is why it is called Magic !!

 This sequence has been used by many Hollywood and 

Bollywood movies from time to time, a popular scene depicting 

teleportation was seen in the Hollywood movie ‘Now you see 

me’ (above right picture) where a person from the audience is 

invited on stage & the performers makes him wear a head gear 

that has a button it. As soon as the button is pressed, the 

audience member teleported from the stage of Las Vegas to 

someplace in Paris, in a flash.
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  This type of Magic is unique because it depends on the 

effect created on the audience rather than the object used. 

Instead of making things vanish and re appear, or cutting them 

up and restoring them, you use them in special tests whereby 

you presumably read people’s minds. 

 This type of magic has become so popular that some 

performers prefer to call themselves ‘Mentalists’ rather than 

Magicians, as if they really were endowed with some 

supernatural powers.

Mind ReadingMind ReadingMind Reading
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 People are curious about subjects which seem to be 

beyond the limits of natural laws. Topics such as hypnotism, 

mind reading and Levitation have been discussed, criticized and 

have, for many years, been regarded as controversial. 

Hypnotism, which a few centuries ago was steeped in mysticism, 

has become almost respectable now that it has been accepted 

by some medical authorities. Levitations are generally regarded 

as part of an illusionist’s act, but mind reading is still thought of, 

by many people, as something apart from a feat of conjuring. It 

remains a mysterious force which they cannot fully understand. 

Yet there is nothing supernatural about these apparently other 

worldly powers – just a great deal of skill and ingenuity.

Because so little is known about the powers of the mind, and so 

much remains to be explored, psychics can claim that it is 

possible to bend metal objects by the power of thought or 

duplicate a drawing contained in a sealed envelope. 



 These are the effects that are not termed as Magic but 

they enhance the magic or the illusion in a great way; making 

them visually more powerful & impactful, adds wowness to the 

finale, compliments each other as if made for each other. 

Again, as mentioned before, use of Fire & smoke in magic is 

done after extreme practice and knowledge of using them: and 

should be practiced or attempted without proper supervision. 

The attraction can turn fatal, if precautions are not undertaken 

properly.

Fire & Smoke
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Cutting & Sawing Assistants

 It’s the most classic version of Magic in the world. These 

acts were widely used as it brings excitement & thrill to the stage 

and keeps the audience gel to their seats. Impaling a Girl 

assistant on swords or sawing her in half looks dangerous on 

stage; And it collects maximum applause when the Girl stands 

unharmed again after the act is over.

 These acts are thoroughly practiced by the magicians 

before they attempt it on stage in front of the crowd, as the 

magician and the assistant both needs to be sure of their 

actions at a certain point of time, else an accident may occur. 

These acts looks fascinating but they should never be 

attempted anywhere without proper guidance and knowledge.

 Many unfortunate moments and accidents have occurred 

in the field of magic while attempting stunts / similar acts on 

stage. We have a separate chapter in this book talking about it.
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 Tricks with cards form a branch of magic entirely their own. In 

fact there some magicians who specialize in card tricks and nothing 

else, due to the wide range of opportunities offered by that field. This 

applies to everyone to some degree, because from the moment you 

start doing card tricks, you naturally acquire a manipulative ability. 

The mere act of cutting and shuffling a pack of cards, then dealing it, 

demands skill of a sort. Card Magic are often seen today in great 

deal, in most of the events where a performer is moving between the 

crowd; interacting from group to group, table to table; engaging the 

crowd with his skills. 

Card Magic
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Money Magic

 Tricks with coins & currency notes dates back almost to 

the beginning of magic and they are as popular as ever today. 

Since coins are always handy& can be borrowed from the 

spectator as well for some impromptu magic. And the best part 

is, everyone enjoys magic with money. I am sure you too will, if I 

offer to double your money. This magic forms an instant 

connection with the audience as everyone has this in their 

pockets & if something magical happens with a currency note in 

audience’s wallet, this goes down as a great memory for 

everyone.
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Rope Magic

 Here is a highly popular branch of modern wizardry that 

has grown by leaps and bounds – The Rope Magic.

 Originally, rope magic was confined chiefly to ‘Trick Knots’ 

that puzzled spectators but not actually mystifies them. A new 

era arrived with the ‘cut & restored rope” which soon became 

popularwith stage magicians, although for a long time it was the 

only rope trick on the programs everywhere. Various versions 

were soon devised, to keep on deceiving the audience. This led 

to improvements that were baffling even to magicians who 

depended on the old time routines and that rule still prevails 

today.

 You must have seen this act where a magician cuts a rope 

in half, or he may cut it into several pieces, before restoring it. 

Short ropes can be tied together with knots that disappear, 

leaving one long rope. Stretching short ropes to various lengths 

is another specialty, and knots can be made to come and go in 

amazing fashion. Though every rope has an end, there seems 

to be no end to rope tricks.
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 Tricks with handkerchief form quite a large category of 

magic and perhaps the most unusual. While it is possible to put 

card tricks, coin tricks and even stage illusions in categories of 

their own, it is often difficult to classify a handkerchief trick 

exactly.

 Besides openly playing a major role in certain tricks, a 

handkerchief often serves as an important adjunct in other 

effects where its purpose is totally unsuspected. Houdini used 

huge handkerchief’s throughout his knot – tying routines that 

were a feature of his big show. Magicians uses the silk and 

handkerchiefs to appear many out of it or even animals & birds. 

So, it’s a very vital prop in the magicians bag of tricks

Silk & Handkerchief MagicSilk & Handkerchief Magic
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 Well, this is more of a technique than a prop used by 

magicians. The art of doing Magic anytime, anywhere with 

anything is termed as Impromptu Magic. These are termed as 

‘Ice – Breakers’ because when people seem cold or aloof, 

particularly at a party where very few know one another, 

 No matter what level of magic one performs, he has to 

have a set of impromptu magic in his / her repertoire because 

once a stranger knows you as a performer, they will ask you to 

show something than n there, even with the closest of friends 

and relatives, a magician is never spared at any time; he may be 

asked to show an act at any point of time so impromptu magic is 

the savior for him and a delight for the audience as well.   

 These acts can be with any pocket objects – cards, coins, 

piece of paper, pen, hair clip, rubber band, glass, water bottle, 

anything; but trust me when I say, objects are mere deceptive 

objects, the real skill and magic is happening in the hands of the 

performer.  

Improptu Magic 
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 The I Pad Magic 

/ DIGITAL Magic 

are one of the most 

popular forms of 

illusion that‘s taken 

t h e  w o r l d w i d e  

E n t e r t a i n m e n t  

Industry to a new 

level.

Presentations are 

g o i n g  D i g i t a l ,  

Product Launches are looking more creative & brief, Singers / 

Dancers / illusionists & other artists have included various 

technologies in their acts.

 Few Magicians have introduced a new magical blend of 

technology and digitization which is the I PAD MAGIC. 
Some performers prefer & perform on the Magic apps that are 

available on the Internet whereas some prefer to create their 

own app. Disadvantage of using the available app on Internet is 

monotony among the performers. Same act can be seen 

performing by many performers, as compared to a new 

customized app wherein the magician creates his own app, with 

his own idea & presentation so that makes it exclusive and new 

to be seen.

Technological Magic on Gadgets – Phone / I Pad / LED Screen



 Even digital Magic has now many variants, it started with 

the Tablet / I Pad magic, but now has opened its horizons widely 

among Phones, TVs, Projectors & even LED Screens. Some 

magicians have even experimented with the hologram 

presentation in their shows.

These digital illusions are extensively being used today in 

Corporate Product launches, theme presentations, Brand 

activations etc. during events all over India & abroad.

 From hand Gadgets to big Cars, every company is 

adapting the digital format to present their product to the world.

Digital Magic is a vital part of growing digitization and it is 

definitely here to stay
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Magic Stunts

Fire Escape By Stuntman  (India)Shiv Kumar



Magi. Rahul Kharbanda

Magi. Sumit Kharbanda

Magician Standing in AIR with just one hand holding the pole

Magician Sitting in Air (Invisible Chair) without any support
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;s ?kVuk caxky ds papy ykfgjh mQZ tknwxj easMsªsd ds lkFk 
?kVhA ;g lqukjiqj caxky ds jgus okys FksA ges’kk dqN u dqN 
u;k djus dh /kqu lokj jgrh FkhA nsgkrksa esa fVdV ‘kks fd;k 
djrs FksA esaMªsd us gkoM+k fczt ds utnhd okVj Ldsi fVªd 
ijQkWeZ dh vkSj blds fy, mlus 2 ty;ku ¼vksiu f’ki½ 
okVj oslsy Hkh gk;j fd;s FksA ,d ij oks viuh Vhe ds lkFk 
[kqn Fkk nwljs ij n’kZd FksA

tathjksa ls ca/kus ds ckn tc oks xaxk esa dwnk] rks dqN lsdsaM ds 
ckn oks ,d ckj rks fn[kkbZ fn;k ysfdu fQj ckgj ugha vk;kA 
dksydrk ds lHkh v[kckjksa esa eq[; [kcj ;s gh FkhA reke 
pSuyksa us bl [kcj dks [kkl cuk;k FkkA

While many unfortunate incidents has happened in the world of
Magic, this has been the most recent one that happened in West Bengal 

Accidents in MAGIC
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